Salvation and Baptism 
Salvation

We love helping kids and families take next steps! If a child is asking questions about salvation and is wanting to make Jesus their Friend Forever, it’s important to bring parents into the conversation. Our role is to partner with parents; honoring the parent’s role as their child’s spiritual leader. 
The Start Here Parent Guide has helpful language when walking a child through the Gospel, including a sample prayer. As needed, Staff and Group Leaders will help lead the family in this meaningful milestone. 
As an example: 

· If a child is showing interest in salvation/baptism and asking next step questions, let them know we can talk with their parent when they come to pick them up 
· When you see the parent, ask them to step into the room (or another quiet spot) for a moment because you have some great news to share
· Explain that their child is interested in asking Jesus to be their Friend Forever
· Ask the child to confirm in front of the parent that this is a decision they would like to make
· If yes, ask the parent if they feel equipped to have this conversation with their child, or if they prefer we do it together.
· If together:
· Walk through - God Loved/God Gave/We Believe/We Receive 

· Ask the child to articulate their answers
· Lead the child (or have the parent lead if they are comfortable) in prayer. Use the ABC structure. 
· Celebrate and discuss baptism
Baptism 

If a child has asked Jesus to be their Forever Friend, we encourage the next step of baptism. The Baptism Parent Guide has helpful information and talking points. We recommend the child has thoughtful answers to salvation and baptism questions before getting baptized.  

If a child’s next step is baptism, a Kids Staff Member will help walk the family through the process. 

